
 
 

December 28, 2004 
 
 
Dorothy Shimer 
Research Division 
Air Resources Board 
P.O. Box 2815 
Sacramento, California 95812 
 
RE: Revised Draft Report to the California Legislature on Indoor Air Pollutio
 
 
Dear Ms. Shimer: 
 
Sempra Energy appreciates the opportunity to respond to the November 2004
Report. We submitted detailed technical comments on the first draft of the rep
with most of the responses provided by Air Resources Board (ARB) in the re
recognize that ARB staff had to review and develop responses to a significant
on the draft report and we hope that our comments will continue to receive fu
during the peer review process.  Although ARB staff did not accept many of o
we do expect that our comments will be shared with the external scientific rev
consideration. 
 
Sempra Energy does agree with statements made in the final paragraph of Sec
Executive Summary such as: “The feasibility of individual measures, such as
specific type of product, cannot be determined without substantial additional 
 
Certain individual measures, such as amending building codes to ban the use 
have a profound economic and social impact on the state as a whole.  Additio
studies need to be undertaken to assure that such a major change will achieve
(IAQ) goals. As an example, we believe that a study would show that electroc
electric cooking appliances are nearly equal to death rates from Carbon Mono
from all gas cooking appliances, mitigating any perceived death rate benefits 
building codes. If the issue then solely becomes injuries from CO poisoning r
appliances, significant work would have to be done to prove IAQ benefits due
credible data related to CO injuries. 
 
Sempra Energy agrees with the statement that “any emission limitations or ot
measures should be developed with continuous discussion and review by stak
and other state agencies.”  Because of Sempra Energy’s long-standing efforts
understand the role of natural gas combustion on indoor air quality, we believ
credible authority as well as a stakeholder, and we stand ready to assist in the
Bernie Orozco 
Director ,State Governmental 
Affairs 
 
Ph. (916) 492-4244 
Fax (916) 443-2994 
borozco@sempra.com 
n 

 revised draft AB 1173 
ort, and do not agree 

vised report. We 
 number of comments 
rther consideration 
ur suggested changes, 
iew panel for their 

tion 7 of the 
 emission limits for a 
information.” 

of gas stoves, may 
nal risk assessment 
 indoor air quality 
ution death rates from 
xide (CO) poisoning 
by amending State 
elated to gas fired 
 to the current lack of 

her mitigation 
eholders, the public, 
 to study and 
e that we are a 
se efforts. We have 



attached a report conducted by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) with the 
assistance of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) that specifically looked at 
CO emissions from the misuse of natural gas ranges. Even though they currently have regulatory 
authority over gas cooking appliances and could, by law, set new CO emission standards, they 
declined to take any such action based on their studies. It is not clear what ARB could add to this 
body of work to justify additional regulation or a ban on the use of these appliances. 
 
Sempra Energy has reviewed several studies related to cooking activities and has concluded that the 
foods cooked and the specific type of cooking activity are much more important to IAQ than the 
energy source of the cooking appliance itself. Any consideration of controlling emissions from 
cooking appliances should include a full analysis of the impacts from all appliances, gas and 
electric. As an example, PAH’s have no minimum threshold, so the fact that ARB’s own cooking 
studies show that PAH’s are emitted during cooking with an electric appliance as well as a gas 
appliance would seem to preclude the overt elimination of electric cooking as a source for PAH’s, 
leading to the need for regulatory action in that area as well. 
 
Sempra Energy agrees that Indoor Air Quality is an important issue, and we have been studying the 
impacts of natural gas combustion on IAQ since the early 1980’s. We look forward to the 
development of sound and reasonable approaches to improving IAQ in homes and businesses.   
 
We look forward to working with you on this important issue. Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please contact Lance DeLaura, National Codes/Standards and Emerging 
Technologies Manager for Sempra Energy Utilities at (213) 244-3678, or me at (916) 492-4244. 
 
Sincerely 
 

Bernie Orozco 
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